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SERMON VII. 
ENCOURAGEMENT 


W 1 CHURCH. 


ISATAH XXXV. 3, 4: 


8 ati ye the weak hands, and th * 


„ the: feeble knees. Say to them that are of 


4 N heart, Be  frong, * not. 
| C R text e before us a word of 
comfort, and a word of advice: a word 


of comfort to ſuch, who perceive and feel 
their deficiency in the ſpiritual warfare ; be- 
cauſe, when the Lord appears molt at a dif- 
' tance, he is more eſpecially near, and he 


can only manifeſt his ſtrength in our behalf, 
as we are ſenſible of our weaknels, Alſo, a 


word of advice to ſuch who may have ar- 
rived to ſome degree of regeneration, have 


attained to ſome love of e in the affec- 
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tions of their wills, and to ſome perception 
of truth in their underſtandings; how they 

ſhould act towards thoſe, who may not as yet 
have arrived to any ſenſible enjoyment of 
this union of goodneſs and truth in their 
ſouls ; who as yet are but babes and ſuck- 
lings, but in whom alſo the Lord, after they 
have been nouriſhed up to every good word 
and work, can perfect ſtrength. To both 
theſe characters are the words of our text ap- 
plicable, 0 Strengthen ye the weak hands, 
confirm the feeble knees; ſay unto them 
that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, fear 
not.” To which words we will now apply 
our conſideration, taking them in the order 

in 'which they lie before us: the firſt 
| thing that calls for our attention being, 
0 ens ye the weak hands.“ 


By hs hands, in holy; writ, is always fin 
fied the ability to operate; the hand being 
that member, more particularly, whereby 
the man performs all his actions. Solomon 
plainly uſes it in this ſenſe, in Eccleſi. ix. 10. 
Whatſoever thine hand findeth to do, do 
it with all thy might; for there is no work, 
1 . 1 r 
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nor device, nor knowledge in the grave, whi- 
ther thou goeſt.” This ſignification may alſo 
be fully confirmed from that well known de- 
claration of our Lord, after his glorification, 
All power is given into my hands, in hea- 
ven and on earth; whence it is manifeſt, be- 
yond the ſhadow of a doubt, that the hand 


means the power and the ability to operate. 


The word in our text is not ſingly a hand, 
but hands; in the original in the dual num- 


ber, meaning two hands, which leads our 


ideas to the two-fold powers and ability of 


operation of thoſe, concerning whom the 


words are ſpoken; firſt, with regard to the, 
will and affections, and ſecondly, the under: 
0 and thoughts. 


Theſe are the two hence in man, that i is, 
as to his ſpiritual man, from whence flows. 
the activity of the natural, that from the 
will and affections he might operate all that 
is good, and from the underſtanding and 
thoughts operate all that is true, whereby _ 


he becomes an image and likeneſs of the 


Lord, when the internal and external hands 


are 
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are thus united in good and heavenly uſes; 
but, alas! agreeable to the language of our 
text, theſe hands have become weak; a dire- 
ful fall has taken place; and the inclination 
to love and act what is good and true, is not 
a a flower that floutiſhes in nature's garden, or 
rather, wilderneſs. Man, of himſelf, is all 
that is oppoſite and contrary to what is good 
and true; but the Lord, notwithſtanding, in 
mercy has a ground for himſelf in the very 
center of the ſoul, and this he lays more 
eſpecially in the tender years of infancy ; 
Wherefrom, he is ever ſtriving to form a con- 
| ſcience, and when formed, to direct him the 
road to happineſs, as his underſtanding. is 
; enlightened, and his affections enlivened 
with the goods and truths of heaven. 


Hut this power of operation is weak, and 
more eſpecially ſo at this period, in confe- 
quence of the amazing depth of the fall into 
which mankind are ſunk; therefore, the 
Vord in our text is, © Strengthen ye the 
| weak : hands.” . Do we aſk, how is this to be 
done, how the ability of doing good, and be- 
eint trunk, is to be confirmed? By the 
— | go very 
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very ſame way that we would ſtrengthen a 

' weak limb, namely, by exerciſing i it; at leaſt, 
by the endeavour ſo to do; for, however 
feeble the ability to operate in ſpiritual 
things may appear, ſtill we have to recollect, 
that the everlaſting arms are underneath 
all our weak efforts; and he that fays, 
« Strengthen ye the weak hands,” will moſt 
aſſuredly bleſs the pious means, if we uſe 
them with elevated hearts to himas the © om 
nipotent friend of ſinners. 


X 


| . may heady to ſay, that they 
feel themſelves fo very weak, that they can- 
not in the leaſt „ any chin ng that 1s £9009 ; 
or true, 5 


It is true, man of himſelf cannot thus 
operate; but we ought to remember, that 
our ſoul is a divine ſpark from the Deity itt i 
ſelf, for we are told in the book of creation, | 
that the Lord God breathed into man the 
breath of lives, and man became a living ſoul; 
therefore, whatever good or truth is operated 
by man, js only done ſo by appearance, the 
realty beings that it is of and from the 
e Lord 
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i Lond in man ; therefore, the Lord being ſo 
near, nay, having a ſeat in our very hearts, 
he is always at hand to aſſiſt in every holy 
and pious endeavour for our Maker's glory, 
and our neighbour's good. He tells us, Be- 
hold, I ſtand at the door and knock, if any 
man hear my voice, I will open the door ;” 
and he waits to be gracious. Let us beware of 
an inactive life in religion: in conjunction 
Vith our endeavour, (and without we reſolve 
to begin the endeavour, we ſhall never get 
our weak hands ſtrengthened,) the Lord can 
operate all things conducive to our ſalvation 
here, and our everlaſting felicity in heaven 
hereafter; but without our co-operation, the 
Lord can do nothing, and we ſhall at length, 
if we thus continue all through life in an in- 
active ſtate, as to ſtriving after ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings, merit the reward of the man who. hid 
his Lord's talent in a napkin, who was, there, 
upon, commanded to be bound hand and 
foot, and caſt into outer darkneſs, there ſhal] 
be weephng, wailing. and graſhing of TER: 


45 The firſt operation of Ps wit 1 | 
frengheping it's hand, its 9 for to do 
bios : good, 
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| god is to Pr away evil; ſo far as we put 
ay evil, we do good; but here the hand 
at firſt is weak, it may not perhaps be good 
done from a genuine motive; that, let us re- 
member, we are not to tarry for; to'wait for 
doing good till we” can do it with a better 
motive than that we now poſſeſs, is a dan- 1 
gerous ptocraſtination ; ; it is putting off that 
for to- motro which we ou ght to do to-day, | 
and which' we know not we may have to- ö 
motro to do it in, and all the time the hand = 
is continually growing weaker and weaker ;; 1 
for there is nothing ſtrengthens the weak ES 
hand with reſpect to the operation. of good, "vp 
but actually ſo far as we are able, with the 
| beſt motive we can raiſe, to put all the 
good we know into practice; and that whe- 
ther the good be of. a religious, moral, or 
civil kind. Whilſt we'thus attend to our duty. 
becauſe i it is our duty, although i it may at firſt 
_ ariſe from a fear of hell, we ſhall find at 


length the arm fo. to become ſtrengthened, RY 
that we ſhall riſe in our motive, not ab for, 


merly, doing good from fear of hell, nor even 
as the next ſlep, for the ſake of gi < 
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F of which the hand becomes no more 
weak, but is ſtrong 1 in the Lan, and i in * 
Foyer of his ___ 
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; 4 is W fame as with the operation. of 
1 Here it may be neceſſary to obſerve, 
that truth in it's operation is charity towards 
our nei ighbour, the grand emblem of which | 
is to dotoall as we wouldwiſh tobe done to 
by others in like circumſtances. ” This is called 
the operation of truth, in diſtinction to the 
love of the Lord in the ſoul, and the ſeeking | 
his glory: and honour above all things, Which 
Es is the operation of good. There Ee: 
are two. diſtin operations in the, mind, AS; 


2 F 


the operations of the will and the underſtand- 


ing; but the nature of firengthening the 
weak hands, the ability to operate in either 
.caſe, is ex EX actly the ſame; therefore * * 
again 80 ok: the 9 we 8 laid. 


We. come now 10 the next 8 in our 
text, given 1 us as a word of advice and « ex. 


7 


| hortation, And confirm the {RE knees. . 
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. that we ſpeak to the correſpondence of the 
Enee to the ſpiritual things in man, in order 
to gain the import of what the Word here 
inculcates. In which, by the knee we are % 
underſtand thoſe mediums whereby the man 

* en * become . „ 


"To the man "who may not as SLE 3 te- 
flected on the fearful and wonderful frame of . 
| his internal ſpiritual man, it may not bare 
appeared that there is ſuch a medium; but it 
will to the man who has conſidered — 
himſelf on the nature of his ſoul and mind, 
and at the ſame time has entered the new 
birth: to him it muſt and will appear plain. 
becauſe he knows experimentally, that man 
does not from natural inſtantaneouſly become 
ſpiritual; much leſs from the natural in- 
ſlantaneoully become celeſtial. There are 
degrees to paſs through before man, from. 
a lover of ſelf, and reſpecting that alone, he- 
comes a lover of the Lord, and reſpetis his 
kingdom alone. It is not in the nature of 
man, from birth, to ſeek firſt the kingdom of 
| God and his righteouſneſs. His inclination | 
5:40 JF. w ſelk⸗ 5 ſelf honours, 
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Klepleslure, in the firſt place; and the 
kingdom. of God and his righteouſneſs in the 
laſt: in ſhort, to place the love of ſelf at 
5 dhe head, and 1 oye, of the Lord unc , 
ey feet, \ 


n o 0 E - * L 1 * 13 
* * : * b 13 


The _ why the knee means the me- 
"0 diums, conducive to make this great, change 
in the love. and affections, is, becauſe it is the 
medium i in the human form between the le 
and the thigh; the leg meaning natural, and 
the thigh cdeſtial, or more properly celeſtial 

Ne. Ferme love, the principle « of conjugial love 
Voith the ſpiritual kingdom of the Lord, the 
5 mediums 2 N ae 9 by, the 


> | When v we TE this ; is 1955 meaning & the 
1 105 and knee, we mean in regard to corre- 
3 ſpondence with the Grand Man of heaven; 
for, as hinted before, with the wicked, the 
. natural man alone, the order is inverted, and 
wereſore the inhabitants of the hells are as 
. e with reſ ect to the heavens, | We; 


The it between the TEM” =P) Ithe 
| eeleſtia ſ piritual * and alſo between the 
, 2 775 natural 


* 
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natural and the formation of the celeſtial ſpl 
ritual, are many; the two principal of which 
are the rational and the ſpiritual; and there- 
ſore the word knees in our text is in the plu- 
ral number. By the rational, man has the 
power of underſtanding what is, ggod. or-evil, 
truth or falſchood ; and by the ſpiritual, the 
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power of abopbng the ſame, introducing jt 


Into the will, and making it the man's OWN, 
e man 1 becomes celeſtial . 


The hikes as aaa before, of the ably 


"2 acting good and truth, bee 
| the meaning of the hands, we may apply to 
me knees, the power being the ſame in each; 
hut the ſpecific difference is, that the bo - 
reſpe& the power of underſtanding and 
_ Chooſing, and the hands of acting. The de- 
ſign of our Creator is, from our formation, 
that our knees ſhould lead us by dur ſeet to 
te that we ſhould be ſwallowed up in him 
our all and in all, our life and Ds 
loye; but theſe are things that the D 
bel knows nothing about, and are only to 
found in the man who has followed the _ 
e a 0 1 who bas _ 
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overcome in the fpiritual warfare ; becauſe 
they loved not their lives of evil and falſe. 
| hood, even unto the death. They have, 
thro' an all-conquering divine human, come 
out of great tribulation, and waſhed their 
robes, and made them White in the blood of 

- the Lamb, his blood there meaning his di- 
vine truth, which, together with his fleſh, 
which is divine good, by continual efflux or 


outgoings ſrom his glorified body, he giveth 


The ee Ry this ſpiritual base in 
nai by nature, as the knees, are teeble, as 


well as his hands are weak. Nay, they are 
ſo feeble, that the natural man ſcarce knows 
they exiſt, But they muſt be called forth, 
and excited to: do their office, in order that 
| the feeble knees may be ſtrengthened, andthe 
| man at the ſame time be going on from grace 
e sG grace, till at length inverted from nature's 
order, the ſeed that was buried underneath, 
3 the firſt life of God | in the ſoul, the latent di- 
Vine ſpark, not only ſhoots e into a 


root, but ſprings upwards, ſpreads forth it's 


4. branches, at lengih bloſſams and produces 


yy 


8 ; new 
* + 2» "ſt 4 N I , * 4 : : . 0 N 
8 1 8 ; 5 40 : 


H 


PP 


* 


Sem. vg BASES 11 THE CHURCH. 13 


new leeds, thins: ſixty, or an hundred fold? 7 | 
© thus that which was beneath, or the loweſt, 1 9 
comes forth Moves and miles to What. . 


| The way. to firengrhen the ou ad ; 
Gia faculties in man, is to lay before 
him the genuine truths of the Word; for 
vVithout truth or knowledge, as the wiſe man 
 fays, the heart cannot be good]; and there is 
no real good in the mind of man, nor any 
real good operation performed by him, un- 
leſs done from an enlightened: principle of 
rationality, received from the Lord as the 
fun of heaven, and. alſo done from a ſpiritual 
grout nd, namely, from. the love of heaven, 
chat is, the love of uſes, Whatever thus. 
comes within, the view of our rational pow-! 
ers, it : becomes u us therefrom to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween / go and evil, truth and falſehood, . _ 

the ſweet, from the bitter, the light from the „ 
| darkneſs; and then the ſpiritual principle. | 
takes up it's office, which is to chooſe hat. 
is good and true, the ſweet and the light, „ 
diſcarding the evil and the falſe, the, bitter 
and the dark, elevate 1 it into the will A 
ing according t to LY where it „ vil then. be FO 


"Ia $47 +0 


* 2 
8 2 he 6 
. . 4 
— — - 
— O 3 — — 
jo + —— walls * 
*% 
- 


vt . — —ů * —— I 2 * 8 =” 


oved | arid ts in; as lint hi ei eber | 
- from God and leads to God, the rational fa. 
eulty in mam being the diſcerning power of 
the mind as to what is good and true, and the 
ppirituat being the =. 65 and. N 
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5 Wet we look e me rather ſay, 
Vhen ve lock within, and ſee and feel how 
weak and feeble thefe faculties have been and 
are in our ſouls, how very prone: to run in- 
to evil and falſehood. without iny refle tion, 
chains that in our dark eſtate as preferable 
to heavenly: good and truth, acting apcord- 
ng), and thereby dlevating i it into our Will: 
hen we thus look within, how proper an and 
ſmuitable is the advice and word of comfort 
before us; and How" much we may Tee the 
neceſſity of uſing all the means put into our 
power, both to ſtrengthen che weak e 
enen, the feeble Knees! 15 e 
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© Thirroing might bee be Wag on he 
Lord part, he has given us the holy Word 
from himſelf,” more eſpecially in theſe laſt 
Wo times ren us | the expolidon of that Word, 
„„ ² ⁵ I er 
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35 to it s internal ſpiritual ſenſe, that thereby | 
his new and riſing church, which is to be 
called the New Jeruſalem, and to be the 
everlaſting diſpenſation of love to the chil- 
dren of men, hall no longer remain in 
doubt, ſuſpence, and perplexity, as to the | 
genuine truths that belong to the rational and 
ſpiritual man, and the apparent truths that 
belong to the natural man. T he light being 
fully equal to the heat, the man of the 
church may now. ſo have his weak hands. 


that he may without any difficulty diſtinguil 
good and truth, chuſe it and att it in juſtice | 


Lord God the 1 0 of r men. : Foot nes 


As one SEES means « allo of fre 80 
ening and confirming theſe, the Lord 125 5 
aſco inſtituted the public ordinances of his 
8 houſe, | in attendance to all of which, in a 
I pious frame, the Lord unſeen ſtrengthens | 
the weak hands, and confirms the feeble L 


ſtates, of goodneſs and truth, which though, 
from various cauſes Perha ps, both internal 5 


ſtrengthened, and his feeble knees games. 4 5 


with judgment, under che influence =, the So 


knees, by being thereby able to implant e 
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2 and external, may not bloſſom i in this life, 
2 yet they ſhall in the other; where, as from 
3 ſtore- houſe, they ſhall be fully brought 
forth, and man experience in their enjoy- 
ment all the feljcities of heaven "reſulting, 
For 1 in another life, all our ates of life re. 
turn, Whether ſtates! of e vil and falſe, or 
ſtates of goodneſs and truth, If chen we dave 
1 died principled i in heavenly affeftions, when 
the ſtates of evil and falſe ariſe, we pat them 
20 from i us, ,conſigning them to hell: on the con- 
ng trary, when ſtates of goodnels and truth re- 
"turn, making one with our affeftions, we 
make them our own; and as we thus make 

15 them -our own, they enter into us, and we 
into them, i in which conſiſts all the felicity 
of heaven, every ſtate of good and truth 
being from and of the Lord, who alone s 
0 19 e of heaven and eternal life. 5 


$3344 * 23 A5 rn 75 oF _y 


Wen now come to thellaſt word of tn 
"and advice i in our r text, 5 to len that are 
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bern as before, for the eating of the 


| word heart, e the remaining part of 
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the Wines a be rendered = and in- . 
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"Byh heart, in the eitel ſenſe of the Miki: 9 


ve are to underſtand the internal man ad dif 
tint from the external, Which internal man by 
is his will, from whenee flow. his loyes and 


afeklions. | That this is the general meaning | 


of che word beart, may be Proved from 


' n 


heart, 0 God, and renew a right ſorit with- 


in me; where it is evident, that by a clean 
heart, he means. pure clean heavenly affec- 


tions, in oppoſition. to the f impure, adulter- 


| David, in his 51k, Pſalm, and 10th verſe, 
where he thus prays: e Create i in me 4 clean 5 


E ous, 1 e affections, he had been exer. 1 


ciſing i in the affair of Bathſheba ; and by a 
right ſpirit there is meant a true underſtand; OL 
ing. It may alſo be proved to haye the ſame "REP 


. ignification, from the Lord's s promiſe to his . 
church in Jeremiah, chap, xxxii. ver. 39, 7 
7 Mons I will give them one heart, and one 


” that is, one affeftion ſet on things TY 


that are of a fearful heart, Be firong,” the 
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i ode apy addreſs 1 15 to ſuch as are of 15 affeRions ; j 
V addrefs is particularly to the babes in 
N tie church, the ſame as in the former part of 
ere mp have fearful affections, 
AE. the cloud of. natural appearances « exiſts | 
: © their own breaſt, and outwardly alſo 
. itſelf to their view in the ew of the 
Word. from. which cauſes their ears will be 


0 . va | igus and many, all arifing from the natu- 


3 ral view which is preſented beſore chem of 
ge nature of the Lord, bis "Oh 2 * 
N * caildren of: men. N 
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They, Fee, for 1 FR cat the Lord 
Adoes not love them as he does others, becauſe 
of the appearances which the natural ſenſe of 

the Word preſents, of the Lord hating and 
es being angry with the wicked; che tempter 
hiding as much as poſſible den their view, 
that the Lord is good to all, and his tender 
5 mercies are over all his works; the tempter 
„ hiding from the fight of the mind, that it 
would be contrary to the nature of the Deity 


=. hate, that it is a thing utterly impoſſible to 
. be done by that Being, whoſe eſſence is pure 
=_ love in the bigs abſtract, and chat che ap” 
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24 pearance 18 alone in the conception of the 
natural mind, which judgeth of the nature of 
things from effects, not being able to ſee the 

. capſe from. whence all e Jud men 


"Fre rom 3 alſo there is Ht a tas. 
= EY of death and eternal condemnation, —a fear 
that the man ſhall never arrive ſafe in hea- 
ven at laſt,—a fear likewiſe induced by 1 
adverſary, who is ever going about like a 
roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, 
in order, by making the mind to fix its atten 
tion on to-morrow, to take it off it's guard 


to-day, x which i is the grand thing of our lives 


- we are called to be ſolicitous about, leaving 
he morrow. to him Who finally fixes our 
ſtate, as we improve the day. Sufficient to 
the day is the evil thereof: by taking ee 
5 for the day, we grow ſtrong for the morrow; 

nay, the Lord provides for the morrow, 2 
he can alone do that, as we take care of the 
day. It is our preſent duty that ought to * 
our attention, and as we are engaged in that, 

the anxiouſneſs for the morrow will ceale : 
for the care of the preſent will be ſwallowed 


5 op 1 in the preſent, and the calmneſs, the 
| | "nd" 
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peace, dhe ſerenity that ſuccecds in our minds 
from a conſciouſneſs of having performed our 
duty, drives away all other unneceſſary fears, 
whether belongidg to the things of this life, or 
that which is to come; fo that our ſouls find 
that peace, within, which is alone a foretaſte 
of heaven i ina brighter and. better ſtate above. 
Thus the fearful heart grows ſtrong, and 
comes into the ſtate deſcribed 1 in our "text, 
by fear : not, The fear is turned into love . 
that! is, inſtead of, as heretofore, a tear of ca 

as the fears hitherto mentioned are, there 
will be the fear of the object beloved. 5 Thi- 
ther the fear is NOW transferred; not a fear | 


of his anger—of his ; judgments—that he will 


N 


at laſt ſpurn them from . his preſence ; no 
ſuch thoughts as theſe now occupy t the mind, 
the love is changed, and with that the fear. 

The fear now is, leſt the objet of their love 
ſhould. be hurt, leſt his glory ſhould be 
| trampled. under foot, leſt his name ſhould 
not be revered; and for this they lock . 


much within as without, watching againſt 


| 5 every thought. that ſhould tend to caſt him 


99 0 from the ſupreme throne, and againſt 
e alfection but what direds, its Oe. to 
him 
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him as it's center. Therefore, they are now 


leid to fear not, chat! is, they have not a na- 


+ II 


tural fear, but a {ſpiritual one, and which 


taking i it's riſe from love into the Lord, can- 


not | but be altogether of a different n nature 


and quality, as heaven i is from hell. 


505 


— 


that we- uſe the preſent capacity, for that 1 Is 


£ all that, is required, with the beſt motive we 
can, and the Lord will ſet i in with the work ; 1 
he vill increaſe the capacity, he will elevate 
5 the motive, and from natural, by perſe- 5 
verance, we ſhall ariſe, by the medium of the 1 
rational and ſpiritual, to the. celeſtial ſpi- 
ritual; nay, to be wholly a celeſtial man, 
the a0 Lord. ping our n without in 
nn A0TIIOE 1979 101 tie cheaten. , 975 
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10 conclude: 885 Gba hb been ATED 
18 this part of the Word of the Lord, we 
3 fee what, great encpuragements are held out 
40 ſuch as are ſeeking their way to run with 
their faces thitherward, All the love and 
All the wiſdom of the Lord 1 1s engaged on 
2 their fide; there is nothing wanting but our 
beuing in with che deſign; and what is he 
Waiting to be gracious for, but chat Ve 
ſhould put in practice the Powers we bare. ; 
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5 Len as we are prepared in our ſtate 
wuhin. Thus ſtriving, thus perſevering, and 
ns thus overcoming, we ſhall not fail 'to work 


dut our own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling; g; at the ſame time ſhall place the crown 


alone where all honour is due, believing 
that it is not of ourſelves, abſtraftedly conſi- 
dered, but only as. of ourſelyes ; the Lord 


alone, without whom we can do nothing, 
_ workingin us to will and to. do of his own 


good pleaſure. | Thus, and thus alone, ſhall 

| our.weak nands, our power of « operation, be 
ſtrengthened; our feeble knees, our power 

ol diſcerning good and truth, and elevating 


i. into our affections and loves, be confirmed; 


W whilſt proportionably will our fearful heart 
be ſtrong, our fear from being natural, Aa 
fear for ourſelves, will become heavenly, a 


3 fear for the Lord ariſing from an ardent love 
into him, that the object of our love may 


Eh and the glory of the change ſhall be | 


f not be injured by us i in thought, word, or 


alone attributed to the mighty arm of our 
_ Saviour and Redeemer. 10 TY 60 


Now to our Lord Jeſus "vid ka Wo 
dominion for ever and ever. Auen. 
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